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The E3 Challenge is a small group resource made up of 
120 unique stories in the life of Jesus. The curriculum 
follows a chronological harmony of the four gospel 
accounts. Each chapter uses a different bible translation. 
You can choose your own bible version on the E3 
Challenge website. There you will find a free pdf. version 
that you can copy, print or share to anyone you want to! 

E3 Challenge combines three small group approaches. 

1. Sermon based learning. With sermon based learning a 
group can dig into what they learned from the weekly 
sermon and ask questions about what they are hearing 
each week. The leader can guide how much time to 
spend on this based on the needs of the group. 

2. Exegetical Study. A chronological harmony of the 4 
gospels allows a leader to systematically teach people 
to obey everything that Jesus commanded. 

3. Family. Using the six “family questions” anyone 
attending these groups could go home and begin 
discipling their own children one story at at time. 

By combining these approaches a group leader is able at 
their own pace to help a group stay in synch with their 
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Church community while also learning and teaching their 
families about the life and teachings of Jesus. Some weeks a 
group might spend most of its time discussing the sermon, 
while at times it will be the given text that will be central to 
the groups discussion. This flexibility should work in a 
variety of different contexts and will lead to a very dynamic 
environment to learn how to follow Jesus. 

The sole vision and purpose of the E3 Challenge is to fulfill 
the great commission in Matthew 28:18-20 to the 3rd 
generation. 

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” 

How can Churches use the E3 curriculum?

There are a variety of ways you may choose to approach this 
booklet. Here are a few ideas. 

• Chronological. Start at the beginning and use 4o stories a 
year for 3 years (3 x 40 =120). Most weekly groups when 
taking typical breaks throughout the year like December 
and the Summer breaks will use 35-40 a year. 

• Choose your own pace. Let the group leader go at their 
own pace with the freedom to speed up or slow down 
depending on the maturity and ability of the group to digest 
the materials.  

• Reading plan. Approach this curriculum as a reading plan. 
First, decide as a group a # of passages you will read each 
week. The leader then would apply the key questions to 
whatever passage impacted the group. For example, you 
might choose to read three stories a week, and then discuss 
whatever portions you have questions about during the 
week. 

• Bookmark. Rebuild this into a card-stock bookmark. Make 
a list of the scriptures on one side of the bookmark, and on 
the other side have 4-8 universal questions. Then, any 
leader can put the bookmark in their Bible and be free from 
any paper curriculum to worry about. The Bible itself 
becomes the text, and the bookmark just gives a clear 
pathway to follow. 

You don’t need curriculum to make disciples

Curriculum has been developed over the years (with good 
intentions) to help guide people to specific answers and 
applications. Over time the tools we use have actually 
become the teacher rather than the actual person leading the 
group.  We are tempted to no longer look people in the eye, 
formulate our own questions, or get input from the other 
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members. These other skills are essential for a dynamic and 
reproducible small group environment.  Complicated 
curriculum is like Dumbos* feather. In the popular cartoon,  
Dumbo the elephant believes he can fly because he has a 
magic feather. When he drops the feather he panics because 
he believes that without it he cannot fly without it. Finally, he 
learns at the last second that he actually could fly all along 
without it. As it turns out the feather may have given him 
confidence at first, but it became a very dangerous substitute 
when he couldn’t find it.  People have become obsessed with 
tools, and have forgotten how to use them. You have 
everything you need. The Word of God, the People of God, 
and the Spirit of God. These are the teachers, and the 
capable leader is merely a guide to these available resources.  
Jesus along with twelve had NO handy Bibles or 
curriculum, but were able to make disciples. All disciples 
need to learn how to “fly” without curriculum.  By 
simplifying the approach it forces us to look to the group, 
seek after God, and ask follow up questions to what people 
are actually talking about. 

Repetition works

Some will balk at asking the same questions over and over. 
There are good answers to this problem, but it will require 
some training. You must teach disciples of Jesus how to 
formulate their own follow up questions or they will most 
certainly get frustrated.  You will find through experience 

that the same questions “work” over and over again.  Think 
about it. Do you ever get tired of someone genuinely asking 
you how your day went? You don’t find yourself locked up 
and confused without curriculum to talk for hours about 
other things. (Sports, Politics, Entertainment, Hunting, 
Fishing...etc.) Why can I talk about the Super Bowl for an 
hour without any “canned” questions, and yet I can’t have a 
decent conversation about Jesus without pre-written 
curriculum?! That makes no sense! 

QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus doing in your 
life right now?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. How is Jesus challenging 
you?

5. What do you believe Jesus 
wants you to do this week?

6. What could we be praying 
for?
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People are anxious about curriculum for many different 
reasons that you must address up front. 

• They are afraid of silence. 

• They are more comfortable with talking about ideas than 
they are of talking about obedience. 

• It is more difficult to listen to people.  

• They have not considered the questions personally before 
the group begins.

• The group is looking to be fed (like babies) and this 
approach forces everyone to pick up a spoon and feed 
themselves. 

• The leader is afraid of being exposed by the questions, or 
afraid of looking foolish if there is not a great conversation 
every time. 

If you address these concerns up front it will help 
tremendously as the groups begin to learn how to approach 
God’s Word together. Without a doubt this puts more 
pressure on the group. Dig down and get to the bottom of 
“why” they may be frustrated about the curriculum and then 
you can speak to the specific problem more clearly. If the 
motive is wrong, or is based in fear, the problem will remain. 
Changing the curriculum wont fix the deeper “reasons” that 
a person wants to do something else.  

Bible Translations

E3 uses many different Bible translations from multiple 
gospel accounts. The reason for this is to help you “test 
drive” a few different translations so you can go out and 
purchase the one that you particularly like. Most Bible 
translations allow a certain number of verses to be used 
without infringing on their copy write as long as it does not 
include an entire book of the Bible. You can look at almost 
any Bible translation for free on a variety of websites and 
Apps including eSword, Bible Gateway, and You Version. 

How to structure a study. 

Every group is a little different. So these are just 
recommendations from personal experience- not a rule to be 
applied across the board. 

• Fellowship. (15-30 minutes) Allowing time to fellowship 
before diving into the study. Give at a minimum 15 minutes 
of wiggle room to hang out, chit-chat, and snack. If your 
group is willing have a meal that you all share potluck style 
(or rotate who brings the meal). Impose that the meal must 
be something very simple (like soup). This will help keep it 
from becoming a burden on those who bring the meals each 
week. Be sure to delegate the organization of this to 
someone else that is willing and able to keep track of it. 
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• Opening Prayer. Open with a short and simple prayer like 
Jesus taught his disciples. This sets the tone and lets 
everyone know you are beginning with God in the center. 

• Setting Guidelines and Casting Vision. Every week you 
need to remind your group that; 

• “We want to hear from everybody. Please don’t 
interrupt others.” 

• “Whatever is shared in the group stays in the group.”

• “Sometimes there will be a pause when I ask a question 
and that is ok. Let the everyone think for a minute so I 
can hear from everyone.”

• “If you are quiet- speak up, if you too much- be quiet.” 

• “Try to stick to what we are studying and stay true to 
what the scripture is actually saying in context.”

These guidelines should feel like a short 2 minute 
refresher course on basic group etiquette. It should not 
feel like a new 10 commandments.

• Study of God’s Word. Always refer back to the key text 
for the study, and if there is confusion about what a passage 
means look at the CONTEXT that the scripture is found.  
If a comment is not in keeping with what the scripture is 
saying guide them back to the text itself. Stick with the 
clear meanings and applications first “tabling” the vague or 
obscure discussions for the end of the group time. This is 

like eating the best food on your plate first. Eat the steak, 
then dabble with the peas if you have any room at the end. 
There are plenty clear and obvious truths that we need to 
apply. You might say, “Let’s talk about this first, then we 
can discuss “that” topic at the end. You may or may not 
have time to talk about it, but it puts the priority on what is 
clear and true without giving too much time to debatable 
matters. It is perfectly ok to leave some things unclear and 
let people struggle with finding answers for themselves.  
You might even say “I don’t know exactly what that means. 
But, this part over here is really clear to me and I believe 
Jesus is teaching me....”  

• Ending prayers. I set a very clear end time for my groups. 
If we get near that end time I will stand up and pray a 
simple and short closing prayer. This signifies to everyone 
that the official group time is over. If I manage my time well 
I will have room at the end to ask for prayer requests AND 
praises.  Don’t allow this time to drag on and on. It is your 
job to summarize the prayer request and then ask the next 
person to share. If you don’t move it along the members 
will find themselves anxiously over explaining their 
requests. You may need to model for your group how to 
“summarize” a prayer request. Be prepared to model your 
request FIRST to set the tone for how you want them to do 
it. They will follow your example in time. Try to allow for 
at least 15-30 minutes after your group to hang around, ask 
questions, and check in one on one with your group 
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members. Sometimes, the meeting after the meeting is the 
most important. 

Recommended time frames. No one part of this study is 
more important than any other part. Some nights you may 
spend most of your time praying. At times you might find 
that you spend the entire time studying a particular scripture. 
Still other nights you may just need to table the curriculum 
and just hang out together. As the leader of the group you 
need to have some freedom to follow the spirits leading and 
make those decisions week to week. 

Attention Span. It is my personal opinion  that times have 
changed and people do not have the same attention span that 
they used to. Shifting from one thing to the next every 20 
minutes or so makes the night go by very smoothly. I would 
call this approach 20 X 4. If you add a meal you would add 
another 20. This is merely a guideline and each week will be 
different, but this seems to work for me. 

Example 

• Fellowship 20 minutes

• Study 20 minutes

• Pray 20 minutes

• Fellowship 20 minutes

Even though it doesn’t add up, allow room for 1 1/2 to 2 
hours.  Try to stick to the time you agreed to end, and people 
will reward you by attending more regularly. 

Always defer to your particular Churches guidelines and 
speak with whoever oversees the small group ministry at 
your Church if you need further input on any of these 
suggestions.  

Implementing E3 Groups

Who would be a good E3 small group leader? Anyone that is 
faithful, available and teachable.  What barriers have you put 
between “leaders” and “regular” folks? E3 is so simple 
ANYONE can do it. The purpose is to initiate a movement, 
not augment a program.  What qualities does someone have 
to be to lead your church? 2 Timothy applies here as Paul 
actually does explain the qualifications for an Elder. So, I 
have heard people say “don’t lay hands on people too 
quickly” referring to making disciples. This is a 
misapplication of what Paul is instituting in 2 Timothy. He is 
clearly laying out expectations for what we would now call 
Elders, Pastors, or Deacons. But, don’t forget that Paul was 
planting Churches in less than a year sometimes. Leaving 
behind what we may now consider COMPLETELY 
unqualified people.  Jesus led with the same example. He 
chose regular, willing, and available guys, not “super 
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leaders.” There is great confusion about “leadership” in the 
church. Let me say this plainly. 

Every follower of Jesus Christ is called to make disciples.

Therefore the training and tools that we use to equip people 
need to be simple enough for unqualified people as well as 
our decorated veterans. Equip everyone, but don’t give 
everyone authority over the leadership of your Church. Two 
different things. 

Acts 4:13 “When they saw the courage of Peter and John 
and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they 
were astonished and they took note that these men had been 
with Jesus.

New International Version (NIV)

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright 
© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Family Groups.

Family devotions are a scary topic for most people. Maybe 
you have tried and failed or never even tried at all. It has to 
be simple enough that you will do it, and meaningful enough 
to stick with it. Jesus 120 is a simple tool to help you take 
this big task and make it both measurable and achievable. 
You can do it! Jesus 120 can become a simple pathway to 
help you disciple your family. Each week you will find 6 
questions that always remain the same. These questions are 

designed for a family devotion (under 1 hour) that includes 
all different ages. The first two questions are “what” 
questions for elementary ages (2-10 ish). The next two 
questions are “why” questions for Middle School age (12-15 
ish). The last two questions are “how” questions designed for 
High School kids (16-18 ish). 

Click this icon and the family questions will appear in the 
curriculum. 

Family Discipleship.

One of the reasons that I struggle to be intentional to do 
devotions with my family is that each of my children is a 
different age. Right now they are 1, 8, and 13. The thought of 
dragging them all into a room and saying “now every 
Thursday for the rest of your life we will study the Bible for 
an hour,” sounds terrible. They would hate it. I would hate it. 
But why would I hate it? I think for a few reasons. My 
excuses are as follows; 

• Committing to something and failing is no fun. I need a 
goal. Jesus 120 has an end date. I could actually reach the 
goal. I can see it, like the light at the end of a tunnel, and I 
can work towards it. My kids could leave my home some 
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day and I could feel confidently that I taught them to obey 
everything Jesus commanded (Matthew 28:19).  It is an 
achievable goal. I like that. 

• Most curriculum is terrible. Most curriculum is zeroed in 
on one particular age group leaving me to scrape and find a 
different setting for each child (that is never going to 
happen realistically). Or the materials are good but I cant 
find the time to arrange it. This approach allows me to hit 
all the different ages in one sitting. It is both Bible based 
and simple to lead so I feel like I can do it. This is more of 
an approach to Gods word than it is a curriculum. In fact, 
write down the questions on a sheet of paper and stick it in 
your Bible and you are ready to go! This is a process not a 
workbook. 

• I feel very inadequate. When you begin to dig into God’s 
word its true that it FEELS like your flaws are being 
exposed. The reality is that your family already sees your 
flaws and bringing them into Gods light will be freeing for 
everyone. If we don’t share our struggles with those closest 
to us where is the need for a Savior? Where is the tangible 
need for the Gospel? By putting the authority of Gods 
word on display we will expose our flaws and inadequacies, 
but we will also be set free! 

• I am really really busy. This is flexible. I can miss a week 
and get back on track quite easily. I could do it in multiple 
environments (the car, before bed, at dinner) 
simultaneously even with other things going on. In a crazy 

busy and crowded world. I love that. There is no 
preparation required. This frees me up tremendously 
because I can sit down and read or listen to the scripture 
WITH my family and THEN talk about it without buying 
anything or preparing anything. It takes all the busy work 
out of the process. Using the Jesus 120 website I can 
choose my favorite bible version, click the “listen” icon and 
then ask a few simple questions. (what, why, and how). In 
fact, this is so easy your kids could pass it on to your 
grandchildren. Once you learn the questions you don’t 
need the curriculum. You just need a Bible, and a parent.

So, the bottom line is: you can do it!

Getting Started with your Family

1. You must clearly define your expectations for each age 
group before you even begin. Here are some clear 
goals for each age group.

Elementary age kids: They can re-tell the story. 

Middle School: They can discuss the story. 

High School: They can apply the story. 

Of course your kids wont follow this matrix exactly but in 
general this is a good level of expectation for each child. One 
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objective for each age range. Does this mean that a tween 
can never ask a question about how to apply the story? Of 
course not. But, these guidelines will keep you from 
unrealistic expectations. If you follow these guidelines you 
will keep your family from being frustrated or discouraged. 
The last thing you want is for your children to DREAD this 
event. Keep it simple, fun, and consistent. Your meeting may 
not be amazing week to week or month to month but the 
seeds you are planting will produce fruit due season. 

2. You need to be flexible to follow where the Spirit leads. 

Don’t try to hit any home runs. You are not going to have a 
brilliant “aha”moment from your kids each week. Tell the 
story, ask the questions, and allow the Holy Spirit to do his 
part. You need to do your part. They need to do theirs. God 
will always do His part. Don’t try to push and prod your 
children to pre-determined conclusions. Trust that you are all 
in a spiritual process and give it time.  If your first few weeks 
do not go well stick with it. Once the family has tested  your 
resolve you will start to see everyone participate more 
deeply. 

3. You must set a consistent time and place, and follow 
through. 

If the family doesn’t see you stick to a plan it will inevitably 
fail. The failure to plan is planning to fail. You must plan, and 
you must execute the plan. Make adjustments along the way, 
but don’t be constantly changing your time and place.  Think 

about it, do you ever accomplish anything of great value 
“randomly?” Starting the habit will be the most difficult part. 
Set a time, meet weekly, and begin to learn about Jesus, as a 
family, 1 story at a time. 

Every parent in every group can do this. In fact, I believe 
there are some things you will never know about Jesus until 
you teach them to someone else. This not only helps your 
family follow Jesus, it will help you follow Jesus as well. 
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Implementing Family Groups: 

Note to Churches that are starting Family Groups. Resist the 
temptation to set this before everyone as a “tool” that they 
can use. I recommend treating this as equally (if not more 
important) than your small groups ministry. Have people 
sign up, train them in how to use it, and set up the same 
layers of accountability you would with a small group.  
Think about it. If a small group leader said to you, “we are 
going to meet at random times, I may or may not actually do 
the group, and I don’t want you to bother me about any 
training.” Would you still want them to lead a group? In the 
same way you need to have parents that want to do this, 
actually sign up, commit to an ACTUAL time and place they 
are going to do it, and treat them with the same care and 
oversight that you do your small groups. Set it up as a 
challenge to all parents, but don’t expect anything to happen 
if you just set it up as another resource. 

   

    

Try using the website! e3challenge.net

          
! !                    
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Learn more about the author. 

To learn more about the author, and find more resources 
click the image below. 
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

3. Why did Jesus get baptized? 
Tell your story. Why were 
you baptized?

4. What does this story teach us 
about baptism? 

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. Who do you know that is 
curious to learn more about 
Jesus? 

1
∏

Matthew 3:13-17

John Baptizes Jesus

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 
14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are 
You coming to me?”

15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.

16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He[a] saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came 
from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Footnotes:

! a.! Matthew 3:16 Or he
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. Why does the Holy Spirit 
lead Jesus to be tempted!?

3. What are the three 
temptations? 

4. What are the three 
responses? 

5. What temptation challenges 
you the most?

6. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

7. What could we be praying 
for?

2
∏

Luke 4:1-13

Satan Tempts Jesus

4 Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 
led by the Spirit into[a] the wilderness, 2 being tempted for forty days by the devil. 
And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was 
hungry.

3 And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become bread.”

4 But Jesus answered him, saying,[b] “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God.’”[c]

5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him[d] all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “All this 
authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I 
give it to whomever I wish.7 Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be 
Yours.”

8 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan![e] For[f] it is 
written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”[g]
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9 Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son 
of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 For it is written:

‘He shall give His angels charge over you, 
To keep you,’

11 and,

‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”[h]

12 And Jesus answered and said to him, “It has been said, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lordyour God.’ ”[i]

13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he 
departed from Him until an opportune time.

Footnotes:

! a.! Luke 4:1 NU-Text reads in.

! b.! Luke 4:4 Deuteronomy 8:3

! c.! Luke 4:4 NU-Text omits but by every word of 
God.

! d.! Luke 4:5 NU-Text reads And taking Him up, he 
showed Him.

! e.! Luke 4:8 NU-Text omits Get behind Me, Satan.

! f.! Luke 4:8 NU-Text and M-Text omit For.

! g.! Luke 4:8 Deuteronomy 6:13

! h.! Luke 4:11 Psalm 91:11, 12

i. Luke 4:12 Deuteronomy 6:16
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

3. What is significant about the 
timing of this temple 
cleansing?

4. Does this story match your 
picture of Jesus?

5. Why doesn’t Jesus entrust 
himself to the crowd?

6. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

3
∏

John 2:13-25

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
money changers doing business. 15 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove 
them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the 
changers’ money and overturned the tables. 16 And He said to those who sold 
doves, “Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of 
merchandise!” 17 Then His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for 
Your house has eaten[a] Me up.”[b]

18 So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us, since 
You do these things?”

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”

20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will 
You raise it up in three days?”

21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He had 
risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them;[c] 
and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

The Discerner of Hearts
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23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during 
the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the 
signs which He did. 24 But Jesus did not commit Himself to 
them, because He knew all men, 25 and had no need that 
anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.

Footnotes:

! a.! John 2:17 NU-Text and M-Text read will eat.

! b.! John 2:17 Psalm 69:9

! c.! John 2:22 NU-Text and M-Text omit to them.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage? 

3. What is the hang up for 
Nicodemus? 

4. Jesus uses three images to 
explain being born again; 
what are they? 

5. What is Jesus saying through 
these three word pictures?

6. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

4
∏

John 3:1-21

The New Birth

3 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a 
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is 
with him.”

3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 
you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the 
sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone 
who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know 
these things? 11 Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify 
what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 12 If I have told you 
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earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended to 
heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son 
of Man who is in heaven.[a] 14 And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but[b] have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God 
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through Him might be saved.

18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should 
be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, 
that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done 
in God.”

4 Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than 
John 2 (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His 
disciples), 3 He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.

Footnotes:

! a.! John 3:13 NU-Text omits who is in heaven.

! b.! John 3:15 NU-Text omits not perish but.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus doing in your 
life right now?

3. What kind of authority does 
Jesus have in the spiritual 
realm? 

4. What kind of authority does 
he have with you?

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. What could we be praying 
for?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

5
∏

Luke 4:31-37

Jesus Casts Out an Unclean Spirit

31 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on 
the Sabbaths. 32 And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with 
authority.33 Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean 
demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, 34 saying, “Let us alone! What have we 
to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You 
are—the Holy One of God!”

35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And when the 
demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt him. 
36 Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, “What a word 
this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they 
come out.” 37 And the report about Him went out into every place in the 
surrounding region.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus doing in your 
life right now?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. What challenges you?

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. Who will you teach this story 
to?

7. What could we be praying 
for?

8. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

6
∏

Mark 4:26-29

The Parable of the Growing Seed

26 And He said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the 
ground,27 and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout 
and grow, he himself does not know how. 28 For the earth yields crops by itself: 
first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. 29 But when the 
grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

3. What did Jesus say that 
offended everyone so deeply?

4. Why is a prophet without 
honor in their hometown?

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. What could we be praying 
for?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

7
∏

Luke 4:16-30

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom 
was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And 
He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, 
He found the place where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,[a] 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”[b]

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And 
the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He began to 
say to them,“Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 So all bore 
witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His 
mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”
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23 He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, 
‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in 
Capernaum,[c] do also here in Your country.’” 24 Then He 
said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his 
own country. 25 But I tell you truly, many widows were in 
Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up 
three years and six months, and there was a great famine 
throughout all the land; 26 but to none of them was Elijah 
sent except to Zarephath,[d] in the region of Sidon, to a 
woman who was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel 
in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was 
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath,29 and rose up and thrust Him 
out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on 
which their city was built, that they might throw Him down 
over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of them, He 
went His way.

Footnotes:

! a.! Luke 4:18 NU-Text omits to heal the 
brokenhearted.

! b.! Luke 4:19 Isaiah 61:1, 2

! c.! Luke 4:23 Here and elsewhere the 
NU-Text spelling is Capharnaum.

! d.! Luke 4:26 Greek Sarepta
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. Why does Jesus say “come 
and see...”?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. What challenges you?

5. How could you apply “come 
and see,” as a strategy for 
discipleship?

6. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

8
∏

John 1:35-51

The First Disciples

35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36 And looking at 
Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!”

37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus 
turned, and seeing them following, said to them, “What do you seek?”

They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), “where are 
You staying?”

39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where He was staying, 
and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour).

40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ). 42 And he brought him 
to Jesus.

Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah.[a] You 
shall be called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone).

Philip and Nathanael

43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said 
to him,“Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 

25

John 1:35-51



Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of 
him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?”

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You are the 
Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you, ‘I 
saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, hereafter[b] you shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.”

Footnotes:

! a.! John 1:42 NU-Text reads John.

! b.! John 1:51 NU-Text omits hereafter.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. Why does Jesus get in Peter’s 
boat? 

3. What does it look like for you 
to get into other people’s 
“boat?”

4. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

5. Why does Peter react the way 
he does? 

6. What is Jesus saying he is 
going to do with Peter?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

9
∏

Luke 5:2-12

2 He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them 
and were washing their nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,
[a] its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the 
crowds from there.

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, 
and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. 
But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6 And this time their nets were so 
full of fish they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other 
boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus 
and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m too much of a sinner to be around you.” 
9 For he was awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others 
with him. 10 His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also 
amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for 
people!” 11 And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy
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12 In one of the villages, Jesus met a man with an advanced 
case of leprosy. When the man saw Jesus, he bowed with his 
face to the ground, begging to be healed. “Lord,” he said, “if 
you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean.”

Footnotes:

! a.! 5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus doing in your 
life right now?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. What has caused you to “fear” 
God in the past?

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

7. What could we be praying 
for?

10
∏

Luke 7:11-17

Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son

11 Soon afterward Jesus went with his disciples to the village of Nain, and a large 
crowd followed him. 12 A funeral procession was coming out as he approached the 
village gate. The young man who had died was a widow’s only son, and a large 
crowd from the village was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart 
overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said. 14 Then he walked over to the 
coffin and touched it, and the bearers stopped. “Young man,” he said, “I tell you, 
get up.” 15 Then the dead boy sat up and began to talk! And Jesus gave him back 
to his mother.

16 Great fear swept the crowd, and they praised God, saying, “A mighty prophet 
has risen among us,” and “God has visited his people today.” 17 And the news 
about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding countryside.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 2007, 
2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale 
House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights 
reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is the contrast between 
the Pharisee and the immoral 
woman?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. According to this story how 
do you become a more loving 
person?

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

11
∏

Luke 7:36-50

Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his 
home and sat down to eat.[a] 37 When a certain immoral woman from that city 
heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with 
expensive perfume. 38 Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears 
fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet 
and putting perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a 
sinner!”

40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have 
something to say to you.”

“Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied.

41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces 
of silver[b] to one and 50 pieces to the other. 42 But neither of them could repay 
him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose 
loved him more after that?”
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43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he 
canceled the larger debt.”

“That’s right,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned to the woman 
and said to Simon, “Look at this woman kneeling here. When 
I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the 
dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears 
and wiped them with her hair. 45 You didn’t greet me with a 
kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped 
kissing my feet. 46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to 
anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare 
perfume.

47 “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been 
forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who 
is forgiven little shows only little love.” 48 Then Jesus said to 
the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 The men at the table said among themselves, “Who is this 
man, that he goes around forgiving sins?”

50 And Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; 
go in peace.”

Footnotes:

! a.! 7:36 Or and reclined.

! b.! 7:41 Greek 500 denarii. A denarius was equivalent 
to a laborer’s full day’s wage.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. Why is Jesus saying he is not 
planning to abolish the law? 

3. Who is the “least” in the 
kingdom? What does that 
mean?

4. How would you describe the 
“righteousness of the 
Pharisees?”

5. Can you become the kind of 
person that Jesus is 
describing here? 

6. If you were to become this 
kind of person how would 
that impact your life? Those 
around you?

12
∏

Matthew 5:14-20

14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 
15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed 
on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let 
your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 
Father.

Teaching about the Law

17 “Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of 
Moses or the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. 18 I 
tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of 
God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved. 19 So if you ignore the least 
commandment and teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be 
called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.

20 “But I warn you—unless your righteousness is better than the righteousness of 
the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees, you will never enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven!

Footnotes:
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! a.! 5:21 Exod 20:13; Deut 5:17.

! b.! 5:22a Some manuscripts add without cause.

! c.! 5:22b Greek uses an Aramaic term of contempt: If 
you say to your brother, ‘Raca.’

! d.! 5:22c Greek if you say, ‘You fool.’

! e.! 5:22d Greek Gehenna; also in 5:29, 30.

! f.! 5:23 Greek gift; also in 5:24.

! g.! 5:26 Greek the last kodrantes [i.e., quadrans].

! h.! 5:27 Exod 20:14; Deut 5:18.

! i.! 5:29 Greek your right eye.

! j.! 5:30 Greek your right hand.

! k.! 5:31 Deut 24:1.

! l.! 5:33 Num 30:2.

! m.! 5:38 Greek the law that says: ‘An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ Exod 21:24; Lev 24:20;Deut 19:21.

! n.! 5:41 Greek milion [4,854 feet or 1,478 meters].

! o.! 5:43 Lev 19:18.

! p.! 5:44 Some manuscripts add Bless those who curse 
you. Do good to those who hate you. CompareLuke 6:27-28.

! q.! 5:47 Greek your brothers.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. How did the sermon 
challenge you this week?

2. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

3. What challenges you most in 
these teachings? (Anger, 
Lust, Vows, Revenge, 
Enemies...?)

4. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

5. Can you become the kind of 
person that Jesus is 
describing here? 

6. What is exposed in you 
through your worst enemies?

SECTION 13
∏

Teaching about Anger

21 “You have heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must not murder. If you 
commit murder, you are subject to judgment.’[a] 22 But I say, if you are even angry 
with someone,[b]you are subject to judgment! If you call someone an idiot,[c] you 
are in danger of being brought before the court. And if you curse someone,[d] you 
are in danger of the fires of hell.[e]

23 “So if you are presenting a sacrifice[f] at the altar in the Temple and you 
suddenly remember that someone has something against you, 24 leave your 
sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and 
offer your sacrifice to God.

25 “When you are on the way to court with your adversary, settle your differences 
quickly. Otherwise, your accuser may hand you over to the judge, who will hand 
you over to an officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 And if that happens, 
you surely won’t be free again until you have paid the last penny.[g]

Teaching about Adultery

27 “You have heard the commandment that says, ‘You must not commit 
adultery.’[h] 28 But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 So if your eye—even your good eye[i]
—causes you to lust, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one 
part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your 
hand—even your stronger hand[j]—causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 
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It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for 
your whole body to be thrown into hell.

Teaching about Divorce

31 “You have heard the law that says, ‘A man can divorce his 
wife by merely giving her a written notice of divorce.’[k] 
32 But I say that a man who divorces his wife, unless she has 
been unfaithful, causes her to commit adultery. And anyone 
who marries a divorced woman also commits adultery.

Teaching about Vows

33 “You have also heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You 
must not break your vows; you must carry out the vows you 
make to the Lord.’[l] 34 But I say, do not make any vows! 
Do not say, ‘By heaven!’ because heaven is God’s throne. 
35 And do not say, ‘By the earth!’ because the earth is his 
footstool. And do not say, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for Jerusalem is 
the city of the great King. 36 Do not even say, ‘By my head!’ 
for you can’t turn one hair white or black. 37 Just say a 
simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I won’t.’ Anything beyond this is 
from the evil one.

Teaching about Revenge

38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must 
match the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.’[m] 39 But I say, do not resist an evil person! If 
someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek 
also. 40 If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken from 

you, give your coat, too. 41 If a soldier demands that you 
carry his gear for a mile,[n] carry it two miles. 42 Give to 
those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who want to 
borrow.

Teaching about Love for Enemies

43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your 
neighbor’[o] and hate your enemy. 44 But I say, love your 
enemies![p] Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that 
way, you will be acting as true children of your Father in 
heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the 
good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If 
you love only those who love you, what reward is there for 
that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you are 
kind only to your friends,[q] how are you different from 
anyone else? Even pagans do that. 48 But you are to be 
perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.

Footnotes:

! a.! 5:21 Exod 20:13; Deut 5:17.

! b.! 5:22a Some manuscripts add without cause.

! c.! 5:22b Greek uses an Aramaic term of contempt: If 
you say to your brother, ‘Raca.’

! d.! 5:22c Greek if you say, ‘You fool.’

! e.! 5:22d Greek Gehenna; also in 5:29, 30.

! f.! 5:23 Greek gift; also in 5:24.

35



! g.! 5:26 Greek the last kodrantes [i.e., quadrans].

! h.! 5:27 Exod 20:14; Deut 5:18.

! i.! 5:29 Greek your right eye.

! j.! 5:30 Greek your right hand.

! k.! 5:31 Deut 24:1.

! l.! 5:33 Num 30:2.

! m.! 5:38 Greek the law that says: ‘An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ Exod 21:24; Lev 24:20;Deut 19:21.

! n.! 5:41 Greek milion [4,854 feet or 1,478 meters].

! o.! 5:43 Lev 19:18.

! p.! 5:44 Some manuscripts add Bless those who curse 
you. Do good to those who hate you. CompareLuke 6:27-28.

! q.! 5:47 Greek your brothers.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What can we learn from the 
strategies that Jesus gives his 
disciples in this passage? 

3. What makes Jesus “filled 
with joy” in this story?

4. What kind of power and 
authority do the disciples of 
Jesus have? 

5. Do you have that same 
authority in Jesus?

6. Is there a “person of peace” in 
your life that you could share 
the good news with?

14
∏

Luke 10:1-24

Jesus Sends Out His Disciples

10 The Lord now chose seventy-two[a] other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs 
to all the towns and places he planned to visit. 2 These were his instructions to 
them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in 
charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields. 3 Now go, and 
remember that I am sending you out as lambs among wolves. 4 Don’t take any 
money with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And don’t stop to 
greet anyone on the road.

5 “Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May God’s peace be on this 
house.’6 If those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if they are not, 
the blessing will return to you. 7 Don’t move around from home to home. Stay in 
one place, eating and drinking what they provide. Don’t hesitate to accept 
hospitality, because those who work deserve their pay.

8 “If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is set before you. 9 Heal 
the sick, and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you now.’ 10 But if a town 
refuses to welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘We wipe even the dust of 
your town from our feet to show that we have abandoned you to your fate. And 
know this—the Kingdom of God is near!’ 12 I assure you, even wicked Sodom will 
be better off than such a town on judgment day.
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13 “What sorrow awaits you, Korazin and Bethsaida! For if 
the miracles I did in you had been done in wicked Tyre and 
Sidon, their people would have repented of their sins long 
ago, clothing themselves in burlap and throwing ashes on 
their heads to show their remorse. 14 Yes, Tyre and Sidon 
will be better off on judgment day than you. 15 And you 
people of Capernaum, will you be honored in heaven? No, 
you will go down to the place of the dead.[b]”

16 Then he said to the disciples, “Anyone who accepts your 
message is also accepting me. And anyone who rejects you is 
rejecting me. And anyone who rejects me is rejecting God, 
who sent me.”

Footnotes:

! a.! 10:1 Some manuscripts read seventy; also in 10:17.

! b.! 10:15 Greek to Hades.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

38



QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus teach you 
during the sermon this week?

2. What is Jesus doing in your 
life right now?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. Why does Jesus refocus them 
on what to rejoice about?

5. What is Jesus so thankful 
for?

6. What do you believe Jesus 
wants you to do this week?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

15
∏

Luke 10:17-23

17 When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, 
even the demons obey us when we use your name!”

18 “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven like lightning! 19 Look, I 
have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among 
snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 20 But don’t rejoice 
because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.”

Jesus’ Prayer of Thanksgiving

21 At that same time Jesus was filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, and he said, 
“O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those 
who think themselves wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike. Yes, 
Father, it pleased you to do it this way.

22 “My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him.”

23 Then when they were alone, he turned to the disciples and said, “Blessed are the 
eyes that see what you have seen. 24 I tell you, many prophets and kings longed to 

39

Luke 10:17-23



see what you see, but they didn’t see it. And they longed to 
hear what you hear, but they didn’t hear it.”

Footnotes:

! a.! 10:1 Some manuscripts read seventy; also in 10:17.

! b.! 10:15 Greek to Hades.

New Living Translation (NLT)
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QUESTIONS

1. How did the sermon 
challenge you this week?

2. How exactly should we do 
good in “secret?”

3. What does the word 
“hypocrite” mean?

4. What is one area that you are 
hypocritical?

5. How can you use this prayer 
as a template for your own 
personal prayer time?

6. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

7. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

16
∏

Matthew 6:1-18

Teaching about Giving to the Needy

6 “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you 
will lose the reward from your Father in heaven. 2 When you give to someone in 
need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and 
streets to call attention to their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have 
received all the reward they will ever get.3 But when you give to someone in need, 
don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 4 Give your gifts in 
private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.

Teaching about Prayer and Fasting

5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray publicly on street 
corners and in the synagogues where everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, 
that is all the reward they will ever get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, 
shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, 
who sees everything, will reward you.

7 “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other religions do. They 
think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and again. 
8 Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you 
ask him! 9 Pray like this:
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Our Father in heaven, 
    may your name be kept holy.

10 May your Kingdom come soon. 
May your will be done on earth, 
    as it is in heaven.

11 Give us today the food we need,[a]

12 and forgive us our sins, 
    as we have forgiven those who sin against us.

13 And don’t let us yield to temptation,[b] 
    but rescue us from the evil one.[c]

14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse to forgive 
others, your Father will not forgive your sins.

16 “And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the 
hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable and disheveled 
so people will admire them for their fasting. I tell you the 
truth, that is the only reward they will ever get. 17 But when 
you fast, comb your hair[d] and wash your face. 18 Then no 
one will notice that you are fasting, except your Father, who 
knows what you do in private. And your Father, who sees 
everything, will reward you.

Footnotes:

! a.! 6:11 Or Give us today our food for the day; or Give 
us today our food for tomorrow.

! b.! 6:13a Or And keep us from being tested.

! c.! 6:13b Or from evil. Some manuscripts add For 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen.

! d.! 6:17 Greek anoint your head.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
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Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. How did the sermon 
challenge you this week?

2. What would a modern 
version of this story be?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. What challenges you?

5. How are you planning to 
follow Jesus this week?

6. Who is your neighbor? 

7. What is a specific way that 
our group could love and 
serve an “outsider?”  

8. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

17
∏

Luke 10:30-37

Parable of the Good Samaritan

30 Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down 
to Jericho, and he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 
him up, and left him half dead beside the road.

31 “By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he 
crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. 32 A Temple assistant[a] 
walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side.

33 “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt 
compassion for him. 34 Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with 
olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and 
took him to an inn, where he took care of him. 35 The next day he handed the 
innkeeper two silver coins,[b] telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs 
higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’

36 “Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was 
attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked.

37 The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”

Footnotes:
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! a.! 10:32 Greek A Levite.

! b.! 10:35 Greek two denarii. A denarius was 
equivalent to a laborer’s full day’s wage.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
2007, 2013 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers Inc., Carol Stream, 
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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QUESTIONS

1. How did the sermon 
challenge you this week?

2. What is the problem with 
Martha in this story?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. What is the one thing that 
you should be concerned 
about?

5. Is there anything that you 
could “declutter” in your life 
to give you more room to sit 
at the feet of Jesus?

6. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

18
∏

Luke 10:38-42

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary

38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a 
certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 Her 
sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 40 But Martha was 
distracted by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, 
doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? 
Tell her to come and help me.”

41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all 
these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has 
discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.”

New Living Translation (NLT)
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QUESTIONS

1. How did the sermon 
challenge you this week?

2. Why would God want us to 
keep asking Him for the same 
things? 

3. What would happen if God 
answered every prayer 
immediately?

4. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

5. Is there something you have 
given up asking God for?

6. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

19
∏

Matthew 6:9-13

9 Pray like this:Our Father in heaven, 
    may your name be kept holy.

10 May your Kingdom come soon. 
May your will be done on earth, 
    as it is in heaven.

11 Give us today the food we need,[a]

12 and forgive us our sins, 
    as we have forgiven those who sin against us.

13 And don’t let us yield to temptation,[b] 
    but rescue us from the evil one.[c]

Footnotes:

! a.! 6:11 Or Give us today our food for the day; or Give us today our food for 
tomorrow.

! b.! 6:13a Or And keep us from being tested.

! c.! 6:13b Or from evil. Some manuscripts add For yours is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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Luke 11:5-8

5 Then, teaching them more about prayer, he used this story: 
“Suppose you went to a friend’s house at midnight, wanting 
to borrow three loaves of bread. You say to him, 6 ‘A friend 
of mine has just arrived for a visit, and I have nothing for 
him to eat.’ 7 And suppose he calls out from his bedroom, 
‘Don’t bother me. The door is locked for the night, and my 
family and I are all in bed. I can’t help you.’ 8 But I tell you 
this—though he won’t do it for friendship’s sake, if you keep 
knocking long enough, he will get up and give you whatever 
you need because of your shameless persistence.[a]

Footnotes:

! a.! 11:8 Or in order to avoid shame, or so his 
reputation won’t be damaged.

New Living Translation (NLT)

Holy Bible. New Living Translation copyright© 1996, 2004, 
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QUESTIONS

1. How did the sermon 
challenge you this week?

2. What is Jesus doing in your 
life right now?

3. What is Jesus teaching you in 
this passage?

4. What is wrong with saving up 
and taking it easy?

5. How do we store up a rich 
relationship with God? 

6. Who will you teach this story 
to? How did it go teaching 
the story from last week?

7. What could we be praying 
for?

20
∏

Luke 12:16-21

16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine 
crops. 17 He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my 
crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. 
Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. 19 And I’ll sit 
back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to 
come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get 
everything you worked for?’

21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship 
with God.”

New Living Translation (NLT)
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